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You must answer Question 1, Question 2 and two other questions.
1 Choose any two of the following passages from the Quran, and:
(a) briefly describe the main theme(s) in each passage (4]

(b) briefly explain how each passage presents its theme(s) in a distinctive way [4]
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(i) 21. O people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, who created you and those who came before you, so
that you may have the chance to learn righteousness; 22. Who has made the earth your couch,
and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the heavens; and by it brought forth fruits
for your sustenance; then do not set up rivals to Allah, when you know. (Sura 2.21-22)
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(ii) 1. When the earth is shaken to her utmost convulsion, 2. And the earth throws up her burdens,
3. And man cries out: ‘What is the matter with her?’, 4. On that day will she declare her tidings:
5. For that your Lord will have given her inspiration. 6. On that day will men proceed in companies
sorted out, to be shown their deeds. 7. Then shall anyone who has done an atom’s weight of good
see it! 8. And anyone who has done an atom’s weight of evil shall see it. (Sura 99)
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(iii) 1. Say: | seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, 2. The King of mankind, 3. The God of Mankind,
4. From the mischief of the whisperer who withdraws, 5. Who whispers into the hearts of mankind,
6. Among jinns and among mankind. (Sura 114)
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From the Quranic passages you have studied, outline the relationship between God and two
of His messengers who were sent before the Prophet Muhammad. [10]

Explain why God sends his revelations through messengers. [4]
Give an account of the events of the Prophet’s night journey and ascension [‘Isra wa-mi’raj].
[10]

Explain the importance of this event to the Prophet himself. [4]
Write an account of the following figures during the lifetime of the Prophet: Hamza, ‘Abu Bakr
and ‘Al. [10]
Explain why one of these figures was important in the development of the Islamic community.
[4]

Describe the difficulties faced by the followers of the Prophet in Makka. [10]

What can these stories teach Muslims in their everyday lives today? [4]
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